
Who we are 
The Unitarian Universalist Church of Marblehead is a beacon of liberal 
religious thought and practice. Amid the challenges and changes of a 
chaotic world, we aspire to proclaim and embody the possibilities of 
meaning in human life, of freedom in human thought, and of peace and 
justice in human community. 

Sunday services are held at 10:30 am mid September through mid June – 
Child care is available for infants and toddlers – religious exploration 
classes for kindergarten through high school. 

Contact Us 
We are located on Mugford Street in Old Town Marblehead. 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Marblehead 
28 Mugford St 
Marblehead MA 01945 

Phone: 781-631-1215 
Email: office@uumarblehead.org 
Web: www.uumarblehead.org 
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Stretching Love 
Ohhhhh that horrible feeling when you get into your car and it 
doesn't start. And then the feeling gets worse when you realize 
it's your fault and that you left the lights on. And then the feeling 
gets worse when you realize you just told your mother “No I don't 
need a ride to the memorial service reception. I'll see you there in 
a few minutes.” And she doesn't tend to use her cell phone. And 
then the feeling gets even worse when you're on the phone with 
AAA and you realize you don't know the name of the street you're 
on.  Only that it's near a church where you grew up. So you start 
walking around in the cold while you're on hold. But it's colder 
where they are because somehow your AAA-HELP call landed in 
Chicago. But the feeling gets worse because suddenly there's 
NOBODY on the call. But that was better than the person on the 
next call telling you that your account is inactive. And the feeling 
gets worse because they put you on hold so long (you, ready, by 
the way, to plead ‘hey I have been a member for over 30 years, 
could you cut me a break that I somehow missed the bill’), but 
you're on hold soooo long you begin walking, recalling from your 
childhood that there's a gas station or two down at the bottom of 
the hill. And the feeling gets a LITTLE better once the gas station 
owner says “Yes, I have cables” BUT quickly follows it with “but I 
can't leave!” AND THEN just as you're thinking 'do you think he'd 
let me pump gas for him while he jumps my car or ask him if you 
can borrow the cables and leave your phone as collateral' it 
occurs to you that maybe, just maybe the person getting gas 
might help. AND HE SAYS “OF COURSE!” And he does, and he's  

 

  About Rev. Wendy 
Reverend Wendy is a third and fifth generation Unitarian Universalist.  
She was raised in the Winchester, MA Unitarian Society where she 
returned to serve as Assistant Minister to Families & Children in 2005.  
Ministry was a second vocation for her but one that united activities that 
engaged her throughout her life.  An IT professional with a degree in B.S 
in Business Management from Northeastern University and professional 
training in the computer and information field, she followed the call into 
ministry in the late 90s.. 

Known national as a social activist in Unitarian Universalism. 

Reverend von Couter was a leader in relief efforts in the Gulf Coast 
following Hurricane Katrina and more recently in our response to anti-
immigration and anti-racism efforts.  She has served on the UUA 
Accessibilities Committee, as founding member and president of UU 
Allies for Racial Equity (ARE), as member of the UUA Council on Cross 
Cultural Engagement, as founding member of the UUA General Assembly 
Right Relationship Team, Right Relationship Chair for the International 
UU Women’s Convocation and UUMA Convocation and as member of the 
UU Urban Ministry Board.  She currently serves as Co-Chair of the UUA 
Journey Towards Wholeness Transformation Committee. 
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so very different, the emotion that causes the smile and laugh is 
just like mine. They love and want to be loved, just like me.’ 

Because if we can do that, we have the justice system rooted 
within that can kick in and do the rest! 

It’s not easy. We make assumptions so readily. It happens to me 
all the time. It’s so easy to choose not to engage, not to learn about 
someone who seems so very different, to go with our assumptions 
about who is worth knowing. Too easy and perhaps, if the 
researchers at Yale are correct, too natural. 

But we know it’s not right. It is not just. It is not loving. And, if we 
are very lucky, we’ve had a taste of what it feels like to move 
beyond these self-limiting gut feelings and live a life that sees 
beyond difference, even embraces differences and holds justice 
for all more dear than satisfaction and safety for self. 

When we love so much, that innate piece of us that seeks justice 
overcomes that innate piece of us that seeks distance from ‘other’ 
and we are better for it and so is the world. 

When we love so much, we see our sibling, rather than an 
addiction. Our neighbor rather than a lack of education. Our 
friend rather than a political position. Our child rather than a 
hoodie or loud music. Our fellow human beings – just like us, 
rather than intellectual or physical disabilities. 

And if we do this more and more, then when we encounter the 
person who so clearly is not acting from the same place of love 
and justice, maybe there will be room in our heart to offer 
understanding … if even only enough to not wish them harm. And 
that friends, is a step in the right direction for us all. 

  wonderful and life is very good and people are mostly very, very, 
very good ~ 

Except when they are not.  

Today, in our month of love our message is one of expanding our 
circle of love. In a bit, I’ll get to those people who do not act as 
their best selves. The people who range from those who would let 
a door slam in your face to those who would put out a leg to trip 
you and laugh on your way down, but let’s begin with the easier 
work of simply loving people who are different. Different that 
what we know. Different than we think is ‘normal’ or different 
than what we think is ‘good’ or different than we think is ‘safe.’ 

Just this past week I watched a show about a study being done at 
Yale University. It’s a study that aims to discover if babies have 
morals or not. They begin with a puppet show. In this show, a 
gray cat is seen trying to open a big plastic box. The cat tries 
repeatedly, but he just can't open the lid all the way. A bunny in a 
green T-shirt comes along and helps open the box. Then the 
scenario is repeated, but this time a bunny in an orange T-shirt 
comes along and slams the box shut before running away. The 
green bunny is nice and helpful. The orange bunny is mean and 
unhelpful. 

The baby is then presented with the two bunnies from the show. 
A staff member who doesn't know which bunny was mean and 
which bunny was nice will offer both bunnies at the same time to 
the baby. The baby's mother, who is usually present during the 
study, closes her eyes so as not to influence the baby in any way  
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Which bunny do the babies choose? More than 80% of the babies 
in the study showed their preference for the good bunny, either 
by reaching for the good bunny or staring at it. And with 3-
month-olds, that number goes higher, to 87%.  

So – it seems we are born with some sense of justice. THAT’s 
COOL. But the researchers wanted to learn more, as researchers 
themselves tend to do. They wanted to know if babies are biased. 

 So they tested further. 

This time they offered babies food. Graham crackers or Cheerios.  

So will the baby, who when offered a choice of the two snacks, 
and chose Cheerios over graham crackers, prefer the orange cat, 
who also likes Cheerios, over the grey cat who likes graham 
crackers instead? 

The answer was yes, over and over again. But they, being 
researchers wanted to know more. IF babies have positive 
feelings for the similar puppet, do they actually have negative 
feelings for the one who's different? To find out, Wynn showed 
babies the grey cat -- the one who liked the opposite food, 
struggling to open up the box to get a toy. Will the baby want to 
see the graham cracker eater treated well? Or does he want him 
treated badly? 

This time the babies, time after time choose the stuffed animal 
that while it treated the ‘other’ badly, was like them 87 percent of 
the time. 

Not so cool! 

  One of the researchers, Paul Bloom, offered “And that's why we're 
not that moral. We have an initial moral sense that is in some 
ways very impressive, and in some ways, really depressing -- that 
we see some of the worst biases in adults reflected in the minds 
and in the behaviors of young babies.” 

“I think to some extent, a bias to favor the self, where the self 
could be people who look like me, people who act like me, people 
who have the same taste as me, is a very strong human bias. It's 
what one would expect from a creature like us who evolved from 
natural selection, but it has terrible consequences.” 

But, unlike stuffed animals we have choice. We have the ability to 
choose to react with that biased, reptilian response of what 
makes me safe --- or what makes me feel safe and what is true 
and just and on some level we know what is true and just. 

I have the sacred pleasure of working and playing and 
worshipping with a community of people who move very 
differently through the world. In doing so, it’s not that I’ve 
eliminated that urge to be only with people who are the same. 

It’s helped me recognize what it is we see as same, in terms of 
physical and intellectual abilities. In the disabilities world the 
invitation is to ‘see us, not our disabilities’ and I think that gets 
right to the issue of how we see one another. Like the baby 
looking for which bunny liked the same food, can we train 
ourselves to discard things that might seem natural to use for 
comparison? Does this person have two arms like me, talk in the 
same manner, dress the same way, smile and laugh in the same 
way?  And instead train ourselves to simply see ‘ah, this person 
has a heart just like me, they breathe just like me, they bleed just 
like me and even though their smile and laugh look and sound 
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