
Morning Message ~ Our Great Story (this followed the Great Story Time for All 
Ages which told about the community we create around a pathway toward a better 
tomorrow, engaged with the mystery (some call Spirit of Life, others call God, 
others call unknown), making promises to one another (7 principles, covenant) and 
informed by our sources including direct experience, words, deeds and creations of 
others, world religions, science & reason, Judeo-Christian heritage & earth-
centered traditions.) 

We return now to our story. UU religious professionals have argued about whether 
we have stories or not in our religion. Some of that comes out of a yearning to have 
a shared story – like the Exodus for the Jewish Community, the Crucifixion for the 
Christians, Muhammed receiving the word for Muslims or other stories that play a 
central and unifying role for peoples of faith. I have always argued that we do. In 
September I shared the story of the Unitarian King who gave us the Edict of 
Torda – the edict proclaiming none could be prosecuted for their religious beliefs. 
We also heard snippets of difficult stories of our forbears, branded as heretics 
meeting death early or being imprisoned. And we have story after story of personal 
enlightenment and living values born from religious commitment from folk like 
Theodore Parker, Jane Addams, Emerson, Thoreau, Thomas Jefferson, Christopher 
Reeve.  

Each of these are a part of who we are and where we have come from, as are the 
stories from each of the world religions so many bring with us as we arrived into 
UUism. As we ‘came-in.’ Did you know that was a term - --- come inners!   How many 
here arrived from another faith and bring slices of story from whence you came? 
You are the come-inners! 

It is important to name those stories as part of who you are here. And it is 
important to know our story and be able to articulate it. Not to convert others, but 
to be clear for ourselves who we are and able to share who we are with those who 
like so many once they arrive, would say “I never knew this place existed. I finally 
found my home. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.” 

So, now you have a picture book story. A visual articulation of who we are. A 
community where all are welcome. A circle of diversity, including belief, who gather 
together to be together on a pathway toward a better tomorrow. Engaged in 
wonder, awe and praise of the mystery of life that some call God, others Spirit of 
Life, some simply Creation. A community who believes how we engage with each 



other is vitally important so we covenant together around respect, fairness, 
learning, justice, democracy and taking care of our planet. We are an ancient 
religion that draws on six sources: Direct experience, words and deeds from 
others whose actions and words call us to better selves, world religions, Jewish and 
Christian teachings, reason and science and earth-based spiritualities. Our faith is 
a living one, like a tree, always expanding to bring in others, to learn more about 
how we can best be together, best deepen our potential as spiritual beings and 
make our world better for all creation. 

But you may not wish to whip out a rainbow scarf and pieces of felt and shiny gold 
paper. It’s possible you won’t have the time, the space or the cool props! What shall 
you do then if asked “who are the UUs?What’s your religion? Is it like those 
moonies?” We owe it to ourselves to be able to answer and frankly, if we cannot 
the price is not only a dying faith because people have to stumble across it to find 
their way into our circle. The larger price is that it will always remain a bit of a 
faded faith within our own bodies, our minds and our souls. To name it and name it 
well – our story, invites like spirited people in but it also invites us into deeper 
levels of spirituality ourselves. 

Former President of the Association, The Rev. William Sinkford knew this well and 
called us to reclaim a language of reverence and to what he called UU elevator 
speeches. You have 30 seconds, a brief elevator ride, and you’re asked ‘tell me 
about UUism.’ His premise was that the principles were important but lacking in 
communicating who we were. He wrote: 

“Your elevator speeches may be very different from mine. Hone them. Put a name 
to what calls you, and to what you find yourself called to do in response. Practice 
telling it to others. We have Good News for a world that badly needs it. But we 
may need to expand our vocabularies if we want others to hear us.” 

Let’s try it now --- turn to a neighbor and someone try. It doesn’t have to be 
perfect or even complete but what would you say? Ready set go: 

(The sharing that followed included the words: peace, fairness, social justice, 
community, love and other articulations of our faith.) 

Here are some who responded to Rev. Sinkford’s call (some, but not all of these 
were shared Sunday but I include them for your reading pleasure): 



Unitarian Universalism is a democratic, pluralistic religious community which 
encourages each individual to develop a personal religious philosophy and which 
emphasizes social and environmental concerns.  

Richard Hewitt 
Michael Servetus Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
Vancouver, Washington 

 
As Unitarian Universalists, we celebrate the inherent worth and dignity of every 
person and seek to build a peaceful, just, and compassionate society. At the heart 
of our faith, therefore, is a commitment to democracy—not only as a form of 
government but as a moral value that lifts our lives beyond the self-centered and 
mundane and gives meaning to our existence. Thus we follow in the footsteps of 
many of America’s Founders, including three of our early presidents. These 
religious principles, coupled with a basic reliance on human reason, provide us with 
inspiration and guidance as citizens, as parents, and as neighbors. 

Warren R. Ross 
Community Unitarian Church 
White Plains, New York 

 
Our denomination is unique because every Unitarian Universalist has the right to 
develop a personal philosophy of life, without being told what to believe. We can 
learn from all philosophies and religions, and also from science and the arts. We 
explore important life issues in a caring community, united by shared values rather 
than by shared theological opinions. And no matter what we do believe about 
theology or philosophy, we try to live a good life and leave the world better than 
we found it. 

The Rev. Chris Schriner 
Mission Peak Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
Fremont, California 

In Unitarian Universalist congregations, we gather in community to support our 
individual spiritual journeys. We trust that openness to one another’s experiences 
will enhance our understanding of our own links with the divine, with our history, 
and with one another.  



The Rev. Jonalu Johnstone  
First Unitarian Church 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Channing Unitarian Universalist Church 
Edmond, Oklahoma 

  

Unitarian Universalism means never having to say, “I’m right, you’re wrong!” 

Jimmy Capp 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Jacksonville 
Jacksonville Beach, Florida 

Laila Ibrahim: “It’s a blessing you were born. It matters what you do with your life. 
What you know about god is a piece of the truth. You do not have to do it alone.” 

Victoria Mitchell: “Unitarian Universalism is . . . composed of diverse communities 
operating without a common belief about God, the universe, and death. Instead of 
creed, we share a spirit and vision of radical inclusivity, individual agency, and 
social justice. It is a safe space to stand out, stand up, and change your mind, 
particularly during life’s transitions. We embrace personal discovery and growth 
through learning, engagement, and service. Our only doctrine is love.” 

Rev. James Vila Blake: “Love is the spirit of this church, and service its law. This is 
our great covenant: To dwell together in peace, To seek the truth in love, And to 
help one another.” 

Rev. Barbara Merritt: “Unitarian Universalists have said for centuries that there is 
room in our religion for all seekers. Skeptics and poets and scientists are welcome 
here, as are nonconformists and shy and uncertain folk. We believe that 
restlessness and doubts are a sign of grace, that the love of truth is the holiest of 
gifts.” 

Rev. Kathleen McTigue: “If you hunger for spirituality without dogma, if you long to 
put yourself to work healing a suffering world, if you want a faith community that 
helps you deepen into life’s questions even when there are no final answers, 
Unitarian Universalism may be your religious home.” 

 

 



Bill’s, by the way, was : The Unitarian side tells us that there is only one God, one 
spirit of life, one power of love. The Universalist side tells us that God is a loving 
God, condemning none of us, valuing the spark of divinity that is in every human 
being. So my version of what Unitarian Universalism stands for is, "One God, no one 
left behind." 

And mine – like Bill’s may well change but on this morning it’s: We are a group of 
people with many different beliefs but shared values and vision. We value respect 
for all people, peace, and, justice for all. Our vision is that when we work together 
we become better people and are more powerful in our quest to build a better 
tomorrow. We’d love to hear your story. Come join us, any Sunday morning. We 
gather at 10:30 and you are so very welcome! 

This morning’s message calls us to know our great story and our own story. It also 
reminds us the most compelling about either is how our faith is manifest in the 
world. May that knowledge inform us every day and in every place, not just 
Sundays. Not just here. 

 


